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Clinicopathological features and prognosis of breast cancer with different

level human epidermal growth factor receptor
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[Abstract] Objective To analyze the clinicopathological characteristics and prognosis of patients with low HER2
expression and explore the prognostic factors. Methods The clinicopathological and prognostic data was collected from
the HER2 negative breast cancer patients who were admitted to Mianyang Central Hospital. The patients were divided in-
to 3 groups, Including HER2(0), HER2(1+) and HER2(2+). The differences in clinicopathological features, overall
survival (OS) and disease-free survival (DFS) of the three groups were compared, and the prognostic factors of HER2
low expression breast cancer were analyzed by the univariate and multivariate Cox proportional hazard regression. Results
In the overall cases. there were statistical significances in the difference of N stage(P<0. 01) and HR(P<C0. 01) between
the three groups. In the HR+ subgroup, there was statistical significance in the difference of N stage(P<C0. 01) between
the three groups. In the HR- subgroup. there was no statistical significance in the included indicators. There was no sig-
nificant difference in the OS and DFS between the three groups. The multi-variate analysis results by Cox proportional
hazards regression found that the HER2 low expression breast cancer patients with T2~4, N1~3 and Ki-67>14% had
higher risks of DFS shortening(P<<0. 05), and the low HER2 expression breast cancer patients with T2~4 and N1~3
had the higher risks of OS shortening(P<C0. 05). Conclusion The HER2 low expression breast cancer patients have the
higher N stage and more HR+, however, there is no significant difference in the OS and DFS be-tween HER2(0) and
HER2 low expression breast cancer.
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FLIRJEE (Breast cancer, BC) &l 38 i 2o M8 b
Wb A AR A 11 760 AR e e 4k (Im-
munohistochemistry, IHC) M %¢ 3¢5 7 44 28 (Fluores-
cence in situ hybridization, FISH) 4530l 43 4 Fh 4y
Ty ORTR) 43 4 B0 LR AR I R s B RS AE
EIT IR KU AW 25 R L 36 I IR bR
2 2%(American Society of Clinical Oncology, ASCO)
135 [ i P 2% 5 2> (College of American Patholo-
gists, CAP) 8 ML . AR K AE KW 7324k 2 (Hu-
man epidermal growth factor receptor 2, HER2)IHC
(3 (2+) H ISH ZEH 4 # $ %y HER2Z JHHE .
BB BT HER2 R R A X — Lk, f THCL + 5%
2+ H TISH BAMER M AE . [l R i 8 2% 23 (Chinese
Society of Clinical Oncology, CSCO)7E 2021 &4 H
W A6 HER2 IR &3k LIRS . BE & A
HER2 8 [0 25 4 i A 1 [a] i . HER2 %3 3K 2L 2
W A WE R . — TR HL L 2 bl 1 Il R K 5
(DESTINY-Breast04) & B, # # 1 HER2 iR £ 15 7
i i S8 2 i Bk T B B (Trastuzumab de-
ruxtecan, T-Dxd) &7 )5 » ok @ A= £ (Progression
free survival, PFS) 1 & 4 #7 #] (Overall survival,
OS) i 3 B35 JE R JE T MUK R B T 5006 A
36201, FE T X WM AT . 6 E 5 M2 R
(Food and Drug Administration, FDA)7F 2022 4 8
At #E 7 T-Dxd 76 HER2 ik & 3k W 301 21 AR o {0
MY BB 6T HER2 IR 36 ik 5 b 28 #0371,
ST W PR BHLRR I N 15 45 U T2 5 A B 25 A
FETES L. AP AR T HER2 Ik 3 ik ZL I 9 I IR
i BRARFAE B B 1 B0 23 ks HER2 AR 38 3% 21 I 96 H
Ry LM 8 BT 43 28 BOMURE B I R I 2 6 R
HER2 832 1K 7L e Ak 6 7 J5 U3 8 K ol HER?2
LR B IR U et 2%

1 #EREHE

L1 wpelseet  Wedk 2016 48 1 J—2023 48 6 H 4
BT Hc B B A ) HER2 B PR FL IR 96 8 3 1 %ok,
X SR H Y TR B HE 2 TR 0 R R 9T R
RGBT R SR R G AR A HE = T2 8h
EBEVT . AAFRUE : O ZF R BOR 5 bR A 5 B2 iR
PR ZL R H Y T A B 58 i THC A1 /B¢ FISH A5,
QFEMF ARG . QW R, OFER 28~85 %,
ORJGHZ IR AR . HEER bR E: O 5 I HAlh
VMR . QIR . O ik B B A E R 4R T
REAS., @WARKRMGHEV . © 28 FL M g S0 FL
oo WA B B IR R PR AR O RS K T
AN 3D i B BEORE [ A1 U2 R A B Ay

MEW R Z R (ER) MR Z K (PR) R Z K (HR) |
Ki-67 .HER2 iy IHC #l FISH 25 & 5 k % (4
AR B BRSO AT L .

1.2 JreHbrde O E AR T UTER 09 2L IR 98 b A 4
2147 THC K, o6 SEmk 47 FISH £, HER2 THC
g5 AP AL ML PR 2013 5% 2018 4E ASCO/CAP F, g ¥
HER2 K48 74 45 #E » 43 > THC(0) \THC(1+) . IHC
2+ F THC(34+)M , %f HER2IHC (2 +) #5 A #E17
FISH K, FISH 45 £ MR 45 2013 8 2018 4F ASCO/
CAP LM HER2 & 48 R . 732 FISH B/ R 9
B OANHGE RBH /3 . ER N PR OPH P H 52 b o
=106 11 b IR 20 A% g 6 B PES L ER /8 PR PH
AE S HR P, Kis67 BHM e oA e )5 41 i i
A B R ARAFSE AN 579 B, 28 IR B A B
Z ot . AR S HER2 THC K& FISH 453, 73
9 HER2(0) 41 .HER2(1+)41 Ml HER2(2+) 41,

1.3 BfVS 98 A58 B Bl U B Al SE L R T2
S AT RN TG BE T AT B DT . #01E 2 2023 4F 6 H L B ]
0.33~90.80 A~ H ., H i i} [a] 28.07 4~ A, K &
12. 7% . Joi% 4 18 BH (disease free survival, DFS) %
SO HEZ TR W LR 2 i e B B TR
B e O R B U5 H W S8 T2 H Ay efa] . OS
() 2 SCORE U2 FL R g 2 R AR T 1Y R [

1.4 ZEit*#ortr SR SPSS 26. 0 F k17 g1t
GYAT s IE 25 0 A W 3 2 R R DL C o ) TR L3t
BOMZEGRRL n (Y0 FoR o THECROR Al R
i 40 8¢ Fisher ff UJME 28 1 L 45 90 BEORE L 3048 Bk A A
4% ; Kaplan-Meier il £k 312 4= 73, Log-rank £ 56t
BAFZES RREMEZEER Cox [IIH 4351 HlJ5 5%
PRIZR . SR HDOUINAG: 36, P<<0. 05 Sh 22 5% A Ge it 27 5 3L
2 #R

2.1 WEPKAS ERARAE 20 BT D5 R Pk AR e B8 1k TR
579 {4, Hirp HER2(0) 20 183 4], HER2 (1+) 40 215
B, HER2(2+) 4 181 i, HER2 (0) 41 Y F 34 4 i
53.4 % HER2 (1) 4l F ¥4 54.4 %, HER2
QWM FHFER 52.1 4, 3 4 N 48 (P<
0.0 \HR(P<0. 0D 2R A A4 it & L. 5 HER2
(OHA, HER2 K254 N 403 5 & . HR+ Eb 4
TR, AR H SRS R L BUE R 82
ST 4 K Kic67 22 53 412 8 L (P>0.05),
3 A PR e BRRR AR, WL 1, HR+J& 464 fi], H
HER2(0) 41 131 |, HER2 (1 +) 41 182 fj], HER2
(2-0)20 151 fi], HR+W4H N 233125 % BA it
R X (P<0.01) AR #E ] SRE VKR (A Z12E 2
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(P>0.05), 5 HER2(0) 4 #] b . HER2 £ & ik 41 1) HRG AR H RS R G B9 T
FLME N 4B &, HR+/HER2 K [a) K F B # I N A R Ki-67 22 7 B3 0 Ge 14 3 L (P>0.05),
PR HLRRAE, W3 2, HR-IL 115 f], H i HER2(0) HR-/HER2 ‘K[E7KF 835 3 Al REFFE, W3R 2,

41 52 ) . HER2(1+) 41 33 i, HER2 (2+) 41 30 f4,

£ 1 HER2(D) .(UHECQHEBREEENIEKBESHn.n(X1072)]
Table 1 Clinicopathological characteristics analysis of HER2(0), (1+) and (2+) BC patients

(n=579) (n=579)
A p il
HER2(0) HER2(1+) HER2(2+) HER2(0) HER2(1+) HER2(2+)
R () 53.4410.5  54.4+10.0 52.149.9 0.49 || T 44 0.97
% 2% 0.55 T1 36(19. 67) 45(20. 93) 32(17.68)
& 112(61.20)  120¢55.81)  107(59.11) T2 122(66.67)  144(66.98)  125(69.06)
B2 71(38.80) 95(44.19) 74(40. 89) T3 16(8. 74) 19(8. 84) 17(9. 39
K H 0. 96 T4 9(4.92) 7(3.25) 7(3.87)
H 4(2.21D) 4(1. 86) 4(2.21D) N 4311 <0.01
¥ 179€97.79)  211(98.14)  177(97.79) NO 128(69.95)  127(59.07) 89(49. 17)
95 HH 25 7R 0.10 N1 42(22.95) 62(28. 84) 62(34. 25)
B[RS 172(93.99)  204(94.88)  178(98. 34) N2 5(2.73) 12(5.58) 17(9.39)
HoAth 11¢6.01) 11(5.12) 3(1. 66) N3 8(4.37) 14(6.51) 13(7.19)

R 0.22 | Ki-67 0. 06

Gl 29(16.67) 39(18.75) 26(14.61) <14% 81(44.26)  113(52.56) 96(53. 04)
G2 103(59.20)  123(59.13)  123(69.10) >14%~30%  48(26.23) 60(27.91) 53(29. 28)
G3 42(24.13) 46(22.12) 29(16. 29) >30% 54(29.51) 42(19.53) 32(17. 68)
WMEZK <<0. 01
3] 52(28.42) 33(15. 35) 30(16.57)
FH 131(71.58)  182(84.65)  151(83.43)
%£ 2 HR+/- HER2(0) . (1+H) 5Q+H) A BBRIEIGKEFES [ n.n(X1072)]
Table 2 Clinicopathological characteristics analysis of HR+/-HER2(0), (1+) and (2+) BC patients
A MEZEREYE (1=464) WA (n=115)
HER2(0) HER2(1+) HER2(2+) P HER2(0) HER2(1+) HER2(2+) g

SRR () 53.5+10.6 52.0+9.8 51.6+9.6 0. 27 53.1+10. 4 54.7+10.7 54.7+11.0 0.70

%4 2% 0. 60 0. 94
o 76(58.02) 96(52. 75) 86(56. 95) 36(69. 23) 24(72.73) 21(0.70)

2 55(41.98) 86(47.25) 65(43.05) 16(30. 77) 9(27.27) 9(0. 30)

FE T 1. 00 0.72
5 2(1.53) 3(1. 60) 2(1.30) 2(3.85) 1(3.03) 2(6.67)

" 129(98. 47) 179(98. 40) 149(98. 70) 50(96. 15) 32(96.97) 28(93. 33)

I F S Y 0.05 —
B[R 373 120(91. 60) 171(93. 96) 148(98.01) 52(100. 0) 33(100.0) 30(100.0)

HAly 11(8.40) 11(6.04) 3(1.99) - - -

box 0.13 0. 83
Gl 27(21.95) 37(2.15) 25(16.78) 2(3.92) 2(6.06) 1(3. 44)

G2 84(68.29) 108(61.71) 109(73.15) 19(37. 25) 15(45. 45) 14(48. 28)
G3 12(9.76) 30(17.14) 15(10. 07) 30(58. 83) 16(48.49) 14(48. 28)

T 44 0.92 0.76
Tl 25(19.08) 39(21. 42) 26(17.22) 11¢21.15) 6(18.18) 6(0. 20)

T2 90(68.71) 124(68.13) 108(71.52) 32(61.54) 20(60. 61) 17(56. 67)
T3 10(7. 63) 14(7.69) 10(6. 62) 6(11.54) 5(15.15) 7(23.33)
T4 6(4.58) 5(2.76) 7(4.64) 3(5.77) 2(6.06) 0¢0.00)

N 4331 <0.01 0.53
NoO 96(73.28) 108(59. 34) 71(47.02) 32(61.54) 19(57. 58) 18(0. 60)

N1 26(19. 85) 49(26. 92) 51(33.77) 16(30.77) 13(39. 39) 11(36.67)
N2 5(3.82) 12(6.59) 16(10. 60) 0(0.00) 0¢0.00) 1(3.33)
N3 4(3.05) 13(7.15) 13(8.61) 4(7.69) 1(3.03) 0¢0.00)

Ki-67 0.93 0. 24
<14% 81(44. 26) 113(52. 56) 96(53. 04) 7(13.46) 5(15.15) 4(13.33)
>14%~30% 48(26. 23) 60(27.91) 53(29. 28) 7(13.46) 9(27.27) 10(33. 33)
>30% 54(29.51) 42(19.53) 32(17.68) 38(73.08) 19(57.58) 16(53. 34)
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HER2(0) #4351}y 87. 80 % H1 94. 42% , HER2 (1 +)
45 89.90% Al 93.10% , HER2 (2+) £ 43 il Ky
92. 40 % F1 96. 50 % . 464 5] HR+ 3 (1) 5 3 Fifi 5 B
@] 27.83 4~ H .5 4E DFS Hi1 OS 43 5 & 91.90% #n
94.60% , HER2 (0) 41 43 %l 2y 91.40% F1 94.30%,
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Figure 1  OS curve of HER2 negative BC
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Figure 3OS curve of HR+/HER2 negative BC
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Figure 5 OS curve of HR-/HER2 negative BC

2.3 HER2 FI¥:FLIRE B E W BUS BH R REE
SRR AE 5 %F HER2 [ 2L B 98 B Js i g i, T 43
1N 431 Ki-67 Fil HR 520 8% DFS, T 43 91 Fi1 N 43
WISz B OS(H4 P<<0.05), 4E#y AHLU 80 44
009 Se HER2 JKP-XF A7 TC B 3552 (P>0. 05) , £

HER2 (1 +) 20 4> %] 7 91.00% F1 96.80% , HER2
(22481 H 93. 30 % F1 92. 70% . 115 i & 2 1k
BH A R0 3 b 7 BE 7 B 1] 29. 97 A4~ A, 5 4F DFS il OS
351 K 85.90% F1 92.60%, HER2 (0) 4 4% % N
80. 40 % A1 90. 80 % , HER2(1+) £H 43 51 K 85. 00 % il
95.00% ., HER2 (2 +) 4143 i Ky 87. 8% Hl 95.20%,
OS ¢ DFS 2 R34 o4 i34 L (P>0. 05) , WK 1~6,

100 (=g,
80 |
S
60 F
&
f; 40 F —=—HER2(0)
R 20 F ~HER2(1%) p=0.558
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Figure 2 DFS curve of HER2 negative BC
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5B &K, T 4081 N 20 81k Ki-67 5200 8 35 DFS,
T A3AAH N 23 50 35 OS(H) P<<0.05), 4E#% .41
Gl H812F 250 HR K HER2 /K %+ DFS JC i
ERM LAY LS oy S A 2R 2R HR VHER2 K
K Kir67 X% OS Je i & 5% (¥ P>0.05), L3k 3,
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Table 3  Prognostic factors of patients with HER2 negative BC patients
R ZHNE
Af i DFS 0S DFS 0s
HR(95%CD P HR95%CD P HR(95%CD P HR(95%CD P
ER () 0. 660 0. 853
<45 1 1
=45 1. 207(0. 52~2. 796) 1. 134€0. 298~4. 319)
H4 0.174 0. 439
f 2 )5 1 1
2 25 R 0.595(0. 282~1. 258) 0.614(0.179~2.109)
HL 25 0. 267 0. 965
G1 1 1
G2-3 2.253(0. 537~9. 448) 1.047(0. 132~8. 288)
T 43 <0.001 0. 036 0. 004 0. 008
T1~2 1 1 1 1
T3~4 5.182(2.556~10.505) 3.751(1.093~12. 871) 2.990(1. 429~6. 258) 4. 947(0. 826~29. 634)
N 43 <0.001 0. 020 <0. 001 0.038
NO 1 1 1 1
N1~3 6.353(2. 614~15.438) 6.124(1.322~28. 358) 5.304(2.141~13.136) 5.187(1.093~24.617)
Ki-67 0. 006 0.074 0.027
<14% 1 1 1
>14% 3. 054 (1. 372~6. 800) 4.063(0. 871~18. 957) 2.707(1.121~6.541)
E 2R 0. 020 0.327 0.671
— 1 1 1
: 0. 427(0. 209~0. 875) 0.540(0. 157~1. 855) 0. 839(0. 374~1. 881)
HER2 0.579 0. 891
0 1 1
&k 0.812(0389~1. 694) 0.916(0.261~3.210)

2.4 HR+/HER2 B30 8 B 5 00 105 R 530
PR R Ay B A [ 25 B HR+/HER2 3 1 3L Mg
HUE 2w, T 438 N 230 R Ki-67 52 &2 DES
(P<<0.05), T 4311 N 4 52 0 H % OS(P<00. 05) ,
HER2 /K AR (822 50 0 e A 2R X DES
BN (P>0.05), HER2 /K. 4FE 5, 41 412 4y
P H AR K Ki-67 XF OS 6 i F 50 (P>0.05),
ZHENHEAR,T 48N 0 Ki-67 52 8 %
DFS(P<<0.05), T 438 N 2§ B # OS(P <
0.05), ARk ALLUA 3 g B4 28 0 ) HER2 7K F
Xt DEFS JC @ 5 M . AR A1 212 g (AL S 2
Ki-67 & HER2 /KX OS A= FE I B E ., WK 4,
3 i
FLAR T HER2 &K 14 Fn /Bl ik 2 2
T A= W) b 5 ) IR T R R SR AT W T
HER2 i ik 2L 0 BUEYY . Suik 25 9 By
(Antibody-drug conjugate, ADC) 7 # 1 HER2 ik
FIRFL MR A T L HER2 fIRR A LR 15 2] 1
BT ARA I, #m HER2 Ik % a5 7L IR 9 4E
e s B I X W i — 2 F 5 HER2
IRk FUBR R B AE S B
HER2 Ik 2% ik LB 9 29 05 3L IR e ) 4526 ~

55201 HER2 Ik 28 3K 7L I 9 A 4 4 R AF AT 2 B b
P . B 5 HER2 FHMEZLR S BA — @ 2 L AL
MRFE B SORRE AL S i Bt HER2 2459 il 2 Bk S 4t
A BEFE ST R B, U A HER2 K&k L
o) B Rt Y — Tk A K g RE RO 1 A
HER2 {3k B 3% 4 43. 1%, HER2 ik 3 35 Mg
HR+ L4457 HER2 IR 3R 3% 2L AR 98 58 K vl fig J& HR
+hmzaszd mr Pk oy HER2 KRB A HR+ R K2
I 7] R A7 AE I BB 33X A K HER2 8L 1) ADC iy
ST A T HER2 IR 3% 35 ZUMR R $2 418 T4k 95 .

H AT, HER2 IR 3% % FL R 68 19 16 PR s B2 4F AE 1) BF
FEERMAMIFE ., ZWF5E LW, HER2 (KRB B H
FEIR A A 011 PR R ERARAE L R BN Ki67 Kk
FAK L WSS R T D SR A G i M
oy —WE 5% & B, HER2 A% 3% ik 7L MR 98 B 1 K AR
B OEER T N 1 Kic67 25 XSG 48
S X G AREGE — 80, HER2 AR %35 7L N 4310
Wy, WA KB HER2 3£ 5F HER2 {3 ik
A I R BRARRAE AR L. AL S HR AR\ IE XK, HR-
WA R [E] HER2 ZKSF-[] 16 PR B AR A 25 5 E 523t
P S, 7% 8 R S HR-F 26 40 A 9 ) S 20, BB
B N4 & T HER2E 3R 35 5 HER 2K 2% 35 Il IR 9%
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#* 4 HR+/HER2 B EREEENTRE RSN
Table 4 Prognostic factors of patients with HR+ /HER2 negative BC patients

R ZHNE
Af i DFS 0S DFS 0s
HR(95%CD P HR(95%CD P HR(95%CD P HR(95%CD P
ER () 0. 680 0. 995
<45 1 1
=45 1. 260(0. 421~3. 769) 1. 006(0. 191~5. 287)
H4 0.187 0.275
f 2 )5 1 1
2 25 R 0.525(0. 201~1. 366) 0. 400(0. 077~2.071)
HL 25 0.535 0.517
G1 1 1
G2-3 1.590(0. 368~6. 878) 0. 486(0. 055~4. 318)
T 43 <0.001 0.023 0. 001 0. 043
T1~2 1 1 1
T3~4 7.003(2. 841~17.262) 7.241(1.321~39.703) 4.533(1. 795~11. 451) 6.431(1.057~39.128)
N 43 0. 002 0. 043 0. 004 0. 031
NO 1 1 1
N1~3 5.839(1. 950~17. 482) 8.891(1.069~73.963) 5.128(1. 662~15.816) 10. 624(1. 246~90. 589)
Ki-67 0. 007 0. 050 0. 004
<14% 1 1 1
>14% 3.699(1.421~9. 631) 8.368(0. 997~70. 243) 4.183(1.596~10. 963)
HER2 0. 945 0.767
0 1 1
fRkix 1. 037(0. 375~2. 868) 1. 288(0. 241~6. 883)

PRRFAE 22 AR A T W 5 3 2 A SR 99 A HER2(0) |
HER2(1+) &% HER2(2+)3 41, H ®i 4t % ix 3 41 % 1R
WFFE A I S 58 AT 40 A B 2290 1 5 AT 4
HER2 %383k 7L W% 98 19 7 J5 o A 6 2 B0 BiF 5%
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